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I 
! Raised on a  f u l l  basement, the  s torehouse  of James M i l l s  and 
! Company i s  cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. Queen c l o s e r s  mark 1 
i the ends of  the  bu i ld ing  and a l l  s i d e s  but  the  no r th  a r e  g i rded  with a  w a t e r '  

t a b l e .  Finished by a  rak ing  co rn ice ,  the  gable  roof extends o u t  i n  a  t h i r d  
1 plane to  cover  the  porch on the  no r th  f r o n t .  

Evidence of a  p la t form was found dur ing  the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  inves-  I 

I t i g a t i o n  of the  bu i ld ing  i n  1960 and the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h i s  f e a t u r e  a long 
tlie no r th  s i d e  now c l l a rac t e r i zes  the facade. Tko a n t i t h e t i c a l  s i d e  s t a i r s  

I ascend a long the  liigli b r i c k  foundat ion to  the  s i x  bay pos t  porch. Hori- 

i 
! z o n t a l  planks l i n k  the  porch p o s t s  and s e r v e  a s  the  r a i l  of each s e t  of 
1 s t a i r s .  A s  on the porch, tile bays of access  t o  the  s ix-bay facade a r e  

1 been a l t e r e d  a s  evidenced by a  space between t h e  b r i c k  and the  top of  the  
1 loca ted  i n  the second bay from each end. Although most of the  sash  has 1 

I 
I a r c h i t r a c e ,  queen c l o s e r s  f l ank ing  many of  the doors and windows g ive  proof , 
i of tile o r i g i n a l  bays.  I n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  the e a s t e r n  door was c u t  and the  i ,,, 
I bay to  the  west of t h i s  opening was converted from a  door t o  a  window. The j 
I windows of  the  f r o n t  wi th  t h e i r  pegged a r c h i t r a v e ,  nine-over-six sa sh ,  and ' 

m 
diagonal  board s h u t t e r  a r e  echoed throughout t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

j The major a s p e c t  of the  r e s t o r a t i o n  on the  west s i d e  was t h e  
I - 

e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  more r ecen t  end chimney. A t  t h e  base of t h i s  s i d e  be low 
the w a t e r t a b l e  a  c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  door leading  i n t o  the  basement is  f l anked(  

i by two c e l l a r  windows wi th  v e r t i c a l  ba r s .  Tile a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I 
, revealed t h a t  the  n o r t h  window re t a ined  i t s  e a r l y  frame crossed  by square I + 
: wooden b a r s .  A f t e r  the  removal of  the  chimney, a r ecen t  window on the south a 
( s i d e  of  the  wal l  was f i l l e d  i n  and ano the r  was c u t  through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e '  C 

I 1 wal l .  Evidence was a l s o  found f o r  a  h o i s t  and door leading  i n t o  t h e  l o f t .  n 
1 These :!faturfs were r e s to red  and a r e  f lanked by four-over-four  sa sh  windows j + I w i th  header l i n t e l s .  

I An e a r l y  i n t e r i o r  end chimney c u t s  the  co rn ice  of the  e a s t  end. I - 
0 

Two windows s i m i l a r  t o  those  on t h e  west  s i d e  l i g h t  the  l o f t  and th ree  nine-1 
: over - s ix  s a s h  windows hang a t  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  The f l u e  of the  1 Z 

I 
chimney i s  loca ted  i n  the  w a l l  between t h e  c e n t e r  and nor th  window enabl ing  1 

I the  former t o  be c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  beneath t h e  chimney's s t a c k .  Queen I 

1 c l o s e r s  f l a n k  th ree  s i d e s  of the  two basement windows loca ted  below the  end I 

1 bays of the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Cut i n t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  the  porch foundat ion,  a 1 
1 loading door provides a second access  t o  the  c e l l a r .  

! On the r e a r  of t h e  bu i ld ing  t h e  two windows which c u t  the  w a l l  a t i  
the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  were doors  be fo re  the  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The western bay 

I : had been r e c e n t l y  conver t ed  from a  window t o  a  door.  During t h e  renova- ' 

I Lions a  window between t h e  two p resen t  bays was f i l l e d  in .  As  on the 
e a s t  and wes t  s i d e s  the basement windows on the  south  s i d e  a r e  loca ted  below! 

i the  watertable.  
I Upon t h e  completion of the  r e s t o r a t i o n  .the b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  I 

was o u t f i t t e d  f o r  use a s  a  town l i b r a r y .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  comprised of two i 
' approximately equal  s e c t i o n s  c u t  by a  b r i c k  c r o s s  w-11.  The e a s t e r n  h a l f  
i / is  d iv ided  f u r t h e r  by s t u d  p a r t i t i o n s  which c r e a t e  a  s o u t h e a s t  corner  room, / 
i a  hal lway,  and a  s t a i r h a l l  a long t h e  r e a r .  I n  both a r e a s  t h e  s u r f a c e  of ! 

; the  wa l l s  and c e i l i n g  were f in i shed  wi th  wh i t e  washed p l a s t e r  and wide I 

! board pine f l o o r s  were l a i d  down by tongue and groove construction. At 
I 
1 
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some I n t e r  d a t e  a  passajieway was c u t  i n  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l  s c p a r a t i n g  t h e  e a s t  
and w e s t  rooms. The f l o o r  boards  o f  cacl? s e c t i o n  have bcen n o t i c a b l y  
j o i n e d  by m i t c r c d  boards  w i t h i n  t h e  in ter . ra1 .  

O r i g i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  by a molded c h a i r  r a i l  and b a s e b o a r d ,  which 
h a s  now been r e s t o r e d ,  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been t h e  s t o r e  
w i t 1 1  t h e  a t t e ~ i d a n t  occupying t h e  room i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r .  The f i r e p l a c  
d i s p l a y s  tile e a r l y  h c a r t l i  and a  segmenta l  a r c h e d  open ing .  

The s t a i r h a l l  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  l o f t  i s  f i n i s h c d  w i t h  d i a g o n a l l y  
l a i d  bcilcicd b o a r d s  and d i s p l a y s  some s i m p l e  molded t r i m .  '111~ l o f t  h a s  bcen 
l e f t  u n f i n i s h e d  and e v i d e n c e  remains  from i t s  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  use  a s  a 
s l e e p i n g  a r e a .  The w a l l s  of  che l o f t  a r e  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  E n g l i s h  bond 
covered  o c c a s s i o n a l l y  w i t h  t r a c e s  o f  e a r l y  p l a s t e r .  Ai though t h e  e a r l y  
l ~ e a r t h  remains ,  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  on tlie e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  l o f t  was r e b u i l t .  

i The basement wliich l i k e  t h e  main f l o o r  is d i v i d e d  by a b r i c k  
p a r t i t i o n  r e t a i n e d  t races  o f  t h e  e a r l y  b r i c k  p a v i n g . .  Leading under t h e  porc 
p l a t f o r m ,  a  d o o r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room s e r v e d  as a l o a d i n g  e n t r a n c e  f o r  goods 
t o  be s t o r e d  i n  t h e  c e l l a r .  

R.S. 
~- ~ 
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1 Facing n o r t h  from a  high embankment, t h e  s torehouse  of  James Xills, 
Iconmionly known a s  ~ r b a n n a ' s  "Old Tobacco Warehouse", overlooks Virg in ia  
S t r e e t ,  once t h e  tobacco r o l l i n g  road leading  down t o  the  docks on Urbanna 

C r e e k .  ~ l l t h o u g h  t h e  r i v e r  towns a long t h e  f a l l - l i n e  experienced the  majo 
i p a r t  of  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  p o r t  development, a  number of Tidewater towns 
l o c a t e d  on navigable  c reeks  a l s o  f l o u r i s h e d  a s  p o r t s  i n  the  c o l o n i a l  pe r io  
j ~ r b a n n a  is a  good example of one of t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o r t s  t h a t  served the  I 
tobacco p l a n t e r s  of the  Tidewater wh i l e  t h e  Piedmont was beginning t o  grow. 
I n  1730 t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  tobacco warehouses and s t o r e s  was acce le ra t ed  by a n  
a c t  r e q u i r i n g  mandatory tobacco inspec t ion ,  and Urbanna was l i s t e d  a s  a n  i 
author ized  c e n t e r  ::or i n spec t ion .  

I 
i 

B u i l t  sometime between 1763 and 1767 t h e  s torehouse  of James M i l l s  i s j  
( a  r a r e  i f  n o t  unique su rv ivor  of the  type of s torehouse  which, being run by I 
ia r e s i d e n t  f a c t o r  of a  B r i t i s h  company, was n o t  only  connected wi th  the  s a l e ;  

f  tobacco but  which housed imported goods t o  be bought on c r e d i t  by the  
The s torehouse  i s  a  man i fe s t a t ion  of the  e igh teen th  century  

; evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  tobacco t r a d e  which began t o  favor  the  o u t p o r t  merchant who1 
jbought t h e  product  o u t r i g h t  over  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  consignment merchant used 
iby the  l a r g e  p l a n t e r .  i 
1 I Being b u i l t  and run  by a  number of S c o t t i s h  merchants,  t h e  s t o r e h o u s e ,  
I a i n s  f u r t h e r  importance through i t s  connect ion wi th  the  b r i e l  but  b r i l l i a n t '  1s . 
Ipertormance of Scot land i n  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  tobacco t r ade .  Figures ~ 
ishow t h a t  i n  1738 the  S c o t t i s h  merchants c o n t r o l l e d  only  t e n  percent  of the  1 
I 
B r i t i s h  tobacco t r a d e  but  by 1769 the  amount had jumped t o  f i f ty - two  pe rcen t ,  

England h e r s e l f  w i t h i n  the  t r ade .  B u i l t  j u s t  previous t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  
of James Mi l l s  thus experienced t h i s  per iod  of S c o t t i s h  

scendancy which continued u n t i l  t h e  Revolution. 
I 
I 
I Records concerning the  s torehouse  f i r s t  occur j.n 1767 when the  s t r u c - :  

on a  nap made by h ' i l l iam Parry  i l l u s t r a t i n g  the bounds 1 
I n  1763 t h e  land which appears  l a t e r  a s  Lot :;29 on i 

owles p lan  of Urbanna, was so ld  t o  James Mi l l s  by James Reid. Four yea r s  1 
a t e r  when James M i l l s  changed t h e  t i t l e  t o  James M i l l s  and Company, tlie l o t i  

"whereon s torehouse  of.Company s t ands . "  I n  1789 tlie 
the l o t  and t h i r t y - f o u r  yea r s  l a t e r  James 

For a number of yea r s  the land was 
bought what was described a s  

The t i t l e  w a s  then passed i n  the  second h a l f  of i 
C a r t e r  Purk ins ,  P.T. Woodward, E. W. and G .  P. 

eaz ley ,  L izz i e  Healey and W .  H. 3e r ry .  I n  1911 t h e  proper ty  was ~ u r c h a s e d  ~ 
I 



- .. 
7 o r m  u . 2 2 0 0  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  O r  T H E  I N T E R I O R  ISTAT. 
i j u i y  1969) N A T I O N A L  P A R K  SERVICE  ! V C R G l N I A  I 

! 

SATIONAL SZGISTSR 0 7  HISTORIC ? L A C E S  i = o u ~ ~ r  , 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

by i : a r inho l t  and Ryland a f t e r  whom fo l lowed '  W.C. Kennard,  Tlioms G. Jones and 1 

:,. F i n i c y  GayLa. I Tile APVA a s s u r e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  when i t  bought t h e  i 

p r c p a r t y  i i i  1938. A f t e r  a thorough a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  1960 t h e  1 
r e s c a r a t i o n  commcnccd i n  1964. %o y e a r s  later t h e  APVA a g r e e d  t o  l e t  t h e  
t own  u s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  l i b r a r y .  i 
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1 
VIRGIXIA HISTORIC LANDHARKS COMMISSION 

. * 
I { James W. Moody, J r . ,  D i r e c t o r  )I I 
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